Fad hoshs -

N 3 5 jZ“)"

i
\

O

)
4 T2 A ot
1. Follow Your Interests and Talents
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We should all work in our own field, in the area where we are most
adept. In general, people should work and specialize in a field that matches

their interests and talents,
This principle is especially true with regard to Torah study.
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1. The Right Time to Study Kabbalah
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‘When is it good to study esoteric Torah? When your desire to be close
| to God is so powerful and overwhelming that it gives your soul no

‘5 rest; and no other spiritual, holy content in the world can quench this
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The air of the Land of Israel is not suited to make one wise only in the lesser wisdom
of pilpulim and lower homilies [derushim nemulkbim]. Matters such as these are below
the high level of the Land of Light, which is full of the choicest things of the Living
God and of Israel. R. Zeira fasted a great deal to forget the Babylonian Talmud, that it
should not hinder him. We learn from this that it [talmudic study] is not the purpose
and final goal of the wisdom of the Land of Israel, and it is not the great light of the
superior goodness found in the Torah of the Land of Israel.%5
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% Kevatsim iii. 46. The reference to R. Ze'ira is from BT BM 85a.
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The Gemara responds: Actaally, Rabbi Eliezer holds that the
night consists of three watches, and he employs this particular
language of watches in order to teach us: There are watches in
heaven and there are watches on earth; just as our night is di-
vided into watches, so too is the night in the upper worlds. As it
was tanght in a baraita: Rabbi Eliezer says: The night consists
of three watches, and over each and every watch, the Holy One,
Blessed be He, sits and roars like a lion" in pain aver the destruc-

Ly tion of the Temple. This imagery is derived from a reference in the

Bible, as it is stated: “The Lord roars [yishag] from on high,
from His holy dwelling He makes His voice heard. He roars
mightily (shaog yishag) over His dwelling place, He cries out
like those who tread grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth”
(Jeremiah 25:30). The three instances of the root shin-alef-gimmel
in this verse correspond to the three watches of the night.

And signs of the transition between each of these watches in the
upper world can be sensed in this world: In the first watch,” the
donkey brays; in the second, dogs bark; and in the third people
begin to rise, a baby nurses from its mother’s breast and a wife
converses with her husband.
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Yar e n‘;ny; ot oanp onny  CTease peace in the world, as it is said: “And all your children

[banayikh] shall be tanght of the Lord, and great shall be the

el bbb ™ peace of your children” (Tsalah 54013). If all the children of lsrael

are taught of the Lord, there will be peace for all.

i iletically: d your
1 0 ~mia” k9 ~mac pa YK The Sages interpreted this verse homiletically: Do not rea
o nﬁg- J\im TD{’[’:\P iﬁﬂn';rfb&! children [banayikh), but your builders  honayil |." Torah schol-
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o Ars are those who build peace for their generation. As it is stated:
© =" “Those who love Your Torah have great peace; there is no stum-

DA TITAWEY. SOV KT bling block for them” (Psalms 119:165); and “May there be peace
mam “WL.’ iy '"J'? IO TOPIX  within your walls, prosperity within your palaces” (Psalms 122:7),
o3 oy M because: “For the sake of my brothers and friends, I shall say:

Peace be within you. For the sake of the House of the Lord, our
God, I will seek your good” (Psalms 122:8—9), and “May the Lord

mnn 1”3' v give strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with
{ meTa oD 19 Kp"'lm peace” (Psalms 20:m)."
mana xnaon Py rrm
K Py
7’) BRI BNYI DY 23 MR ATIN RPN Now

TINI ROR T3 DR 7023 D19 391 1 vk 93 9
R M2 XY whwn oYwnw pravnw oww v A9

O™ "N DRWD IR .M MyTa R n"ax

QYIPN L MUWM OMTTEN D°3ND PRRT VY ,Tmana
10 WK NoxY .0%wa m npnnb o o anaw

v W vy

RPIT X2 09WY R2W R7R nnRa 01own

921 @*TTXR 9 WANR R} O9wa Y@ a3 .owa N3
137 %5 0pn 0aY @ o919 TR 13NN ,R0na U MYt

| WD DRI D°IVA L RITVTIRY 137330 mIpn 191y 0h

P ORY 17X 50% nenvarn omana nhanmws ,oanoa
| DM MR MR Y1 ,008nen Y ovphnn 9 7iavp vy

| LPTEM NDRA KR AR 0T YY XPIT Mo myepnn Y
BY39% AN 27¥ .NBR DTN MR NIRRT T YN

. AR DY

Em—

A

T\ b o

™ Q7T Mo w3l pb .

\ nonbm s nons @ .pomn YHya wasw T e .
| 13 nenYn 11aRY 3R Y0ab naman man nenbs an

TPy Denbws My Myt D aney Tvn prmab
1791 92% 00 W 113RY AN nenbsa nxyb ooy
™37 D 0"PNRAD 00T O3 M0 2T Yar LqoaRa

@nY XN

MYTI PINRY M R7OW p1,'00 0vn 0T

| PR DY, AM0D Awyn mwy? 1% Yo annaxb nmon 1w
| DI 2"YR NYT DY IWYHY TOYD R¥1Y 12 NOAYD K75
3"¥ YN KT OTTR Npnm anbw Ayt xSy nyt

4
\_

O
e ———

0D ,”1°0" N *Y¥a” MM 1983 0°pOYRBA N*h WP

Jan



